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INTRODUCTION 
Illegitimacy In Massachusetts 
The General Court, in ita session o~ 1929, acting in 
accord with public sentiment that was neither sporadic nor 
novel, created a spec.i.a.l commission ror the study or the laws 
as to children. This was a new expression of the state's 
traditional .. and s.ustainad solicitude for children who, by 
circumstancea, are denied the oppartunit~es ror development 
into the .ru1les.t measur.e of .use!Ulne.ss and happiness it is 
possible to secure for them. 
Two thousand children are born out of wedlock 1n Kassa-
chusetts every year. This fact by its magnitude, proves the 
need ~or benevolent interest of the state 1n this army ot 
little children who start out 1n lite fatherless, and are 
oftentimes handi.capped by poor inheritance. or the 6,300 
dependent and neglected children 1n the care ot the a tate in 
1928, 1 9900 or 30 per cent were illegittmate.1 ~ 1948, ot 
the 1'761 adoption petitions comp1.e.ted, 933 were children born 
out of wedl.ocJc. 2 Inasmuch . as_ 2.3 pe~ cent ot the .live births 
1n 1928 in Massachusetts w.ere Ulegitt.te., these figures show ' 
that the incident of dependency is likely to be far greater 
1 The State, Repart of Special Commission, Jan. 1931, 
PP• 155. 
2 Division of Child Guardianship, Annual Report, 1949, 
P• 10. 
1 
II 
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tor the illegitimate than the legittmate children. 
Another indication of the need of .tuture care tar the 
illegitimate child is that the infant mortality rate 1s more 
than double that of the child barn 1n wedlock. The Commission 
found that the rate of all children was 64 per 1000 live births 
in 1928, while that for illegitimate children was 150 per 1000. 
The above figures demonstrated the task of caring for the chil-
dren of unmarried mothers was too great for private agencies 
and points. to the desirability of the kindly intervention of 
the state as parens patriae, to protect the child.3 
-------
3 Special Comm1as..1.on, op. cit .• , pp. 150. 
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Purpose of the Thesis 
It is the purpose ot this thea is to study some cases or 
II illegitimate children 1n an effort to evaluate the type ot 
I 
adjustment they have been able to make during a long period of 
observation 1n the foster home and to evaluate some tact era 1n 
11 the environment which have contributed to or hindered the 
child's successful adjustment. In an attempt to throw light 
on some of these ractors the study was orsanized around three 
major questions. 
What affect does the number of replacements 
experienced by the child have upon his 
adjustment? 
What effect, it any, does contact with the 
mother have upon his successfUl adjustment? 
Is the child able to make a satisfactory 
school and canmun1ty adjustment? 
In making this evaluation or adjustment the home, the school, 
and the community were considered. 
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Scope and Method or the Study 
The twenty-three cases selected tor this study are those 
ot dependent_ 11legit1mat.e childre.n who were un:ler two _years 
of' age when . accepted b7 the Divis.ion ot Child Guardianship 
during . . the period January . l, 1935 to December 31, 1935, and 
have continued in. care until the time ot this study. Three 
cases were _not .available tor study. This period was selected 
as Lt would allow tor a time in.terval of fourteen or t1f'teen 
years, which waa felt t.o be valid to. indicate a general 
trend of adjustment_. 
All or these children spent the major part or thia time 
1n roster homes. These were all children who·, tor some reason, 
were not relinquished by their mothers am/or not eligible tor 
adoption. 
The information ot the study ot the child's behavior and 
personality, his school and community adjustment was obtained 
tran a study or the case records or the Division or Child 
Guardianship. Additional information was obtained trom tnter-
11 views with the soc.ial worker 1n cases where the record was not 
up-to-date. The data were canpiled by .means of a schedule 
designed especially tor this purpose (see appendix). The 
cases were studied in accordanc.e with the schedule, and the 
writer has attempted to classify the cases by nsuccess" am 
"failure" 1n adjustment. The cases were classified to indicate 
general trends 1n adjustment. 
By "success" is meant that the child, at the time or 
study, was not exhibiting any marked deviations 1n personality 
or behavior, and seemed reasonably content and happy. "Failure" 
means the child's undesirable behavior continued cr showed 
only a slight modification at the time ot study. 
II There are numerous appropriate definitions ot a goal 
II 
adjustment but for the purpose ot this study the one by Law-
rence F. 8haf'f'er.4 is accepted: 
Vfuen inter-related motives ot a .person are 
satisfied without undue anphasis or slighting 
or any one mot~ve and when this is achieved 
with consideration for the adjustments or 
other persona, than a state or good adjustment 
may be said to exist. 
The term "dependent" is used by the Division of Child 
Guardianship to describe chi1dren who are receiving rca ter 
care tor reasons other than being culpable, neglected, delin-
quent, or wayward. 5 
The remainder or the material is presented in subse~ent 
chapters. A chapter summarizing briefly the his tcry and 
l1 fUnction or the Division or Child Guardianship, another on 
the group as a whole, case presentation, and conclusions. 
II 
4 Lawrence F. Shaffer, Psychology cL Adjus tmell!!, pp. 138. 
5 Division of' Child Guardianship, Manual of' Policies 
and Procedur_es. Boston 1946. 
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Limitation or the Study 
It must be recognized that a study of twenty cases does 
: not permit valid quantitative conolua1 ons, but can only indi-
cate evidence pertaining to this limited number of cases. 
This study is limited in that the records do not give 
any material on the child's awareness to his out of wedlock 
status, therefore, this is a study of foster home placements 
general1y, with the factor of illegitimacy only incidental. It 
would seem., however, that it might be a necessacy area for 
further consideration in wcrk with such children. The fact 
that the adjustment or the. child is evaluated only as of a 
given time, e.g., at t he time of study, also limits the study. 
This study ~s- turther limited in that the question of the 
evaluation of the foster home or parent is not being considered 
statistically, but it is discussed at some length to show how 
the child reacted to certain types of handling by the foster 
parent. 
6 
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CHAPTER II 
MASSACHUSETTS DIVISION OF CHILD GUARDIANSHIP 
Foster home placement has been gradually taking its 
place as the preferred placement for many types of children, 
especially the young child. The Division of Child Guardian-
ship subscribes to the point of view that there is no accep-
table substitute for the family as the best medium in which a 
child may grow. As the child experiences wholesome family 
life he is conditioned for adulthood. 
The Division of Child Guardianship is one of the largest 
child-placing agencies in the United States providing tempo- II 
rary and, more often, long time care for children that cannot 
be cared for at home. The Division has four fUDCtions: 
child-placing, licensing of infant boarding homes, adoptions, 
and home-finding. In volume, however, child-J)lac i:cg is the 
principal function. All laws governing the acceptance of 
chi dren by the Division are s et forth in Cha t er 119, of the 
General Laws of Massachusetts. Far the purpose of this study 
only two types of acceptance have been considered, those 
accepted under Section 22 and under Section 38. 
Section 22, Chapter 119, of t he General Laws, •••• the 
department shall receive any unsettled and indigent or 
neglected child committed to it by a Board or Putitic Welfare 
or from the Tewksbury State Hospital and Infii'Dilry. 
Section 38, Chapter 119, of the General Laws, •••• the 
7 
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department mat accept a child under the age of' 21, dependent 
on public charity, upon written application of' parent, guardia~ 
friend, or Board or Public Welfare. 6 
Section 22 gives the Division of' Child Guardianship the 
1 custody of a child committed under this section but Section 38 
provides that the Division may maintain a child received under 
this section until the age of' twenty-one. Since the giving of' 
custody to the Division is not mentioned in the law, the 
D vision has no right to the custody and the~ef'ore discharges 
such child to parents or guardian on request. When parents 
request the return of' a child to whom lit is believed they will 
not give adequate care, the Division since it must legally 
.surrender the child makes a referral of' the family to a 
f'am1ly .agency. 7 
Although the laws specif't the circumstances under Which 
the Division of Child Guardianship care is mandatory, the laws 
are general rather than specific and leave muc.h to the judg-
ment of' persons responsible tor operating under them since 
int.e.rest 1s to provide what is best tor the child and the · · 
public interest. 
A large percentage of' the children acce.pted ~arlt f'rom 
-
all' over the state are children bom out of' wedlock. For these 
sociallt harnicapped chUdren the _ Division provides roster 
6 Division of' Child Guardianship, op. cit., p. 4. 
7 ~- p. 120. 
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home care and supervision tor reasons ranging fran the physical j 
and mental incapacity of the mother to rejection ot the child. 
Since illegitimacy is a problem that concerns the state, 
the child welfare canmission has given much consideration to 
laws intended to insure better protection of the child born 
out of wedlock. Massachusetts, by its law of 1913, was one of 
the first states to treat the question o~ illegitimacy from a 
humanitarian standpoint. . Legislative thought included the 
Ulegitimate. child in the casa needing kindly, helptul interest 
in the community. There was a growing recognition, that the 
child born .. out . ot wedlook from the mere tact of his diaadvan• 
tages, is entitled to special protection trom the state, and 
that a mora human attitude, than had previously been shown 
demanded removal ot stisma as tar as possible. 
FUrther steps taken to protect the child born out at 
wedlock were revisions of the law in 1931 as recommended by 
the Special Commission. The word 11bastardy11 was struck out of 
the law and illegitimacy was inserted in its place; the repor-
ting of all . illeg1t1mate children born in hospitals to the 
Department of Fublic Welfare, and for the purpose or avoiding 
hum111at1on and embarrassment to the illegitimate children who 
have ac~ired new names by .judicial decree, the criginal birth 
certif.icate is impounded. For additional . protecti_on, the law 
was amended, so as to exclude trom .its operation transmission 
ot the. birth. records of illegitimate . children to persons other 
than the . mother .or the chi~d himself' .• 
9 
When an illegitimate child canes into care his out of 
wedlock status is used only tor statistical purpoaes. He 
receives the same care and constierations as other children. 
The Divis ion • s aim with young infants and yrung children 
is to provide a setting for them in which they can develop 
with well adjusted personalities. 
Children received under two and one half ar three years 
or age are placed under the supervision of rmrses. This bas 
been done for many years in order to protect their health and 
·'1 physical develo ent. When children reach the age of three 
1 they are transferred to the supervision of social workers. J 
T~e transfer is usually accompanied by a change in foster home. 
The present objectives of the Division of Child Guardian 
ship are the re-establishing of tamilies and the fostering ot 
parents 1 interests . in their children. Staff t 1me, however, 
available tar this service is limited. The lines or organiza-
tion for services to families or dependent children are 
rela ti vel,- clear cut. The intake workers are responsible for 
the initial contact at intake and for continuity or relation-
ship with the famil7 until the child is discharged from care, 
and a regular worker is responsible for planning for the child. 
When a child is accepted for care over three ,-ears or 
age he is placed in a reception home 1n wh ich he lives with 
I other children placed .by the Division. The reception process 
II 8 Division of Child Guardianship, ~· ~., p. 1~. 
10 
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helps the child to be ready tor permanent placement and infor-
mation is obtained to aid the visitor in planning an appropri-
ate placement. During reception the worker gains enough 
knowledge of the child's background and his personality to 
prepare the next step 1n care for him and to be able to select 
the type of permanent home ahe feels is best sui ted to him. 
The child is moved into a permanent bane as soon as pes s ible 
in order for him to form new family attachments which are eo 
necessary for normal growth and develcpment. 
When the decision has been reached that the child is to 
be placed, the most important step is then to be taken---the 
selection of' the right foster home for him. Sine e home finding 
11 is stressed in the Division ~ Child Quardianship as a special 
and distinct part of the work, the burden of finding the right 
home rests largely upon the home finder. While the "perfect 
home" is seldan found in any situation, the Division does try 
t .o discover homes which meet the needs of their children. 
When the child is placed in the foater home the basic 
responsibility for, and final authority in, the care ot the 
child belongs to the Division; but as much responsibility as 
can be assumed is offered to the foster parents. Foster 
parents and social worker share the responsibUity for helping 
the child in his social adjustment and tor providing a setting 
in the conmnmity which is favorable to growth. The Division 
of Child Guardianship expects their children not only to be 
treated as sons and daughters in the foster family but also to 
-be welcomed into the life ot the community. 
Fr001 this history and swn.mary of the functions of the 
Division of Child Guardianship, one has a basic understanding 
ot the ~eliminaries of Child-placing and supervision in the 
Commonwealth of Mas s echusetts. A study of the adjustment of 
the foster child in the home and community 1a necessary to 
appreciate tully the meaning or placement to the child, the 
foster family, the worker and ulttmately, the public who share 
the responsibility for "everybody's children." 
12 
CHAPI'ER III 
CONSIDERATIONS IN PLACEMENT 
The child who is separated from bane and family suffers a 
profound emotional and social disturbance for which even the 
best of' foster care can only partially compensate. To the hurt 
which the child may have already suffered by reason of the cir-
cumstances in the family situation which have culminated 1n the 
need for foster care, is added the pain of having to adjust to 
an unknown, abnormal and therefcre frightening situatian.9 
When there is assurance that a child stands to benefit 
from placement his needs and desires should be c ons1dered. 
These fundamental human wishes are classified by William I. 
ThomaslO into four categories: (1) the desire tor new experi-
ences; (2) the desire for security; (3) the desire fer response; 
(4) the desire f~ recognization. These tour general classes 
of desires should .be thought of 1n relation to the needs of the 
child and his adjustment. The first group represents what is 
1
represented by curiosity, inquisitiveness, love of adventure; 
the second stands tor the very canmon and natural desire for 
safety, tor having one's cwn people, and one 1a own home, a 
place where one belongs; the third represents the deep desire 
for affection and love response that exists in almost everyone; 
9 Division of' Child Guardianship, Manual of Policies & 
Procedures, 1946, p. 2. 
10 William I. Thomas, The UnadjustEd Girl. 
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the fourth is concerned with the wish tor ego satisfactions, 
a feeling that one has an acknowledged place 1n the wcrld, a 
desire for credit for what one does, and that, even as a child, 
the feel1Dg that one has some power. To recognize these 
deeper wishes aDi to Dllke an ef.fort to know how to yield 
wholesome satisfactions to them is a most valuable part or the 
e~ipment of all who deal with children, especially when pro-
blem children are in .foster homes. Thwarting these needs is 
sufficient explanation for defiant behavior in children. The 
cases included in this study give ample evidence or frustratiaQ 
I 1n one or all of these areas. Hostility and rejection is seen 
I as compensation .for or rebellion against the deprivation of 
parental love. 
I 
I 
To understand properly what constitutes problem behavior 
which so strongly affects the growth and development of the 
child it is necessary to clarity what is meant by problem be-
havior. In its simpler form, it is customary to apeak of 
problem behavior whenever there is a deviation from the accep-
ted code of morals. In accordance with the before mentioned 
1
'
11 
11 Lawson B. Lowery, P•ychologz tor Sociel Workers, 
DP• 252· 
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as a £1xed, static, unitary environment. Instead, we have to 
do with a series o£ environments, each with its cwn dynamics. 
Within any environment, the meet important factors are the 
personalities; e.g., parents, siblings, teachers, and compan-
ions. These individuals profoundly influence the direction of 
. 12 
development or the personality of the growing child. 
A broad meaning of the adjustive process is illustrated 
by the individual's relationship to his social environment. 
Not only must a child modify his behavior in response to his 
inner needs and natural events of his surroundings , but he must 
also adapt to the presence and activities of playmates. It a 
child feels insecure and unwanted in the home, adjustments are 
required to mediate between ~ndividual desires and cireum-
~tances or the social mil1eu.l3 
' 
.I Adjustments vary in nature and quality. Some chUdren 
successfUlly adapt themselves to surrowndings, other acquire 
un£artunate habits or conduct Which hinder rather than aid the 
eventual satisfying solutions o£ their d1fficult1e • There are 
reasons underlying all types o£ adjustments, whether the end 
results are satisfying or not, whether the behavior shown is 
social or anti-social. In a new environment many adjustive 
14 problems confront the child. 
12 ~·· pp. 253-257. 
13 Lawrence Shaffer, Psychology of Adjustment, pp. 4 
14 Lowery, ~· ~., pp. 65 
15 
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Much emphasis has been placed on the family as the 
socializing agent through which the child acquires his social 
and cultural values. Althrugh modified by the school and com-
panions and other s ociel forces, the family remains the primary 
force through which children learn of the world 1n which they 
II live. The child 1 s behavior is related to the extent to which 
childhood insecurities and fears are overcome and yield to 
reason and knowledge.l5 
II 
II 
As long as we think of the human being as an individual 
e~tity, ~ ~elf-contained unit, there is no clear line of demar-
cation between the foster child and his fellows in a community. 
They may be of any level of intelligence from the highest to the 
lowest, with any assortment of particular abilities. The foster 
child to himself, however, is always the center of a network of II 
human relationships and for the foster child this network ia 
essentially different from that of the child in his own bane .16 
When placement is necessary all skills should be mobilized 
to alleviate the effects or the experience upon the emotional 
developnent of the child. With babies, every provision should 
be made for flexibility of individual schedule and the right 
to regress to an earlier level of development until they gain 
enough confidence to pick up willingly the interrupted process 
of conformity and soei.al.ization inherent . in growing up. 
15 Russell Kurtz , edit c::r , Social work Year Book, 1939, 
PP• 58·59. 
16 Mary B. Sayles, Substitute Parents, pp. 3 
,, 
I 
16 
II 
The deepest and most simple human needs come to light 1n a 
great variety of concrete forms.l7 
II 
Children suffer profound emotional disturbances when their 
parents are unable to provide a home for them. When separated 
from their parents children feel not only loet but personally 
responsible for the fact that their parents are giving them up, 
as though they are unloved and unwanted. This feeling makes it 
difficult tor them to believe that any one else can love them. 
Such social and emotional disturbances cannot be altogether 
compensated. Consequently, foster care can never be a complete-
ly satisfactory substitute tor Children's own homes.18 
il Charlotte Towle expresses the coordination needed 1n 
II 
.I 
fitting the child and the home : 
• •••••• the prOblem of selecting a home 
to fit the child and the ' child to fit the 
home is not a simple one. This work of 
fitting juvenile fragments to incomplete 
families involves such intricate coordina-
tion that it calls tor methods that possess 
the discrimination technique of science 
blended with the creative spirit of art. 1119 
It is probably only rarely, aa 1n life generally, that 
an adjustment in a foster home 1a completely satisfactory or 
unsatisfactor,r. Usually both positive and negative factors 
11---
II 
17 Constance Rathbun, Journal of Social Case Work, 
Paych-Physio Reaction to Placement, Feb. 1947, pp. 67. 
18 Social ark Year Book, Foster Care tar Children, 1949, 
pp. 211. 
19 Charlotte Towle, The Evaluation of Home in Preparation 
to Child Placement, Mental Hygiene, July 192,, pp. 67. 
II 
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are present and it becomes a question of weighing both. A 
child coming to a new home usually approaches with anxiety the 
new and strange experience and is concerned with separation fran 
parents, school, frieDd.s or trom another toeter home. He often 
reacts by being on very good behavior because he is concerned 
:1 over the possibility of another separation. He ma7 be on goai 
behavior until he finds vulnerable places where he may hurt 
those who aim to substitute tor p.rents to whom he belongs. He 
ma)" think of the placement as an adventure, the excitement ot 
which carries him for a short time. He ma)" be preparing to 
test his foster parents' reaction to behavior that coat him a 
former foster home. He may enjo)" his relationship while it is 
impersonal, but as they becane closer l:te may become fearful of 
affection, having been hurt previously. He may act well until 
the foster parents begin to discipline him.. On the other hand, 
the child's first reaction ma7 be antagonistic 1n the hope that 
he ma7 be returned to a setting where he had previ cu sly 
experienced bappiness.20 
I Adjustmen~ is usually a slow process. Neither the child 
I nor the foster parents shruld expect it to be achieved quickly. 
When considerable time has . been allowed and painstaking effort 
' to etf'ect it made, lack of adjustment may indi~ate the need 
of a different sort of placement or the need to seek 
1
1
--20 Division of Child Guardianship,~· ~., pp. 84-85. 
I 
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assistance for the child through psychiatric treatment. 
The force of emotional denial of the child's reality 
presses on all sides. It canes from within the agency in ita 
desire to give the child a feeling of really belonging to some-
one; it comes from the foster parents, in their desire to make 
the child feel at home; and it canes fran the child himself, 
in his deep need to have a real father and mother. This denial 
will not be &){pressed in terms of facts; it will be more apt 
to take the form of failure to accept emo'tional 1mplica tiona 
and buildiDg a structure of fantasy that is dangerous because 
I it is based on denial of reality. 
II The fos tar child who has failed in one foster home brings 
his special b~havior patterns and his inner needs to the next 
11 foster familJ• Prior to his first agency placement lies an 
acute break with his own parents. This break is 1n some degree 
found in every case referred to a child placing agency regard· 
less of the reality situation precipitating the request. It is 
often not realized what such af'f'ectionsl ties mean to even the 
youngest child. With each subsequent rePlacement tne child'• 
capacity to form affect1onal relationships, recognized to be 
the sine qua non of' a no:nnal healthy personality, is weakened. 
The end product of' this trocess is the "agency" child who has 
been moved several times at critical stages of' emotional devel- j 
opment s~ that he e){hibits what is virtuallr a syndrome charac-
teriZed by marked narcissism, a shallowness of' emot io~al res-
ponse, an immature sexual adjustment, a weak superego, hostile 
19 
(I 
attitudes towards society, poar a chool ad just Dents regardless 
o~ I.Q.; and a strong need to make insatiable deuands or t.bs 
21 foster parents. 
Under normal conditions, separation of the chUd 1s 
usuall7 a maturing experience. Growing up is a growing away 
trom home and familiar associations. In chUd placenent, how-
ever, it seldom by itsel~ means grcwth ~or the child, but 
usually the reverse. So frightening and humiliating is the 
experience to many children that they revert desperately to 
behavior that is babyish for them. 
In the normal situation, the chUd has received emotional 
satisfactions sufficient to 1ibera te him for new experiences 
and new people. His arrectional appetite, 1n some measure, 1a 
appeased. But the ~oster child has almost never been accorded 
1 these satisfactions so essential to growth, neither ths love 
and admonitions of a mother and rather nor the assurance of 
their continuous presence and reliability. So many times the 
child has already been "separated" ~rom the parents by rejec-
11 tion.. In a sense, one c culd say that he has prev1rusly been 
a "toster child" 1n his own family. 
Physical separation of the mother and child does not 
guarantee psychological separation. This is espec:2al1y true 1n 
the case of' the guilty mother whose very guilt~ o~ necessity, 
tightens her grip on the child. The child in turn is tied to 
21 Rathbun, ~· ~·· p. 62. 
., 
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the mother through anxiety and conflict. Of all the types of 
parent-child relationships with which foster hane care deals, 
the most di.fficult and complicated one is that of tbt guilty 
mother. She is more retarding to successful place!D9nt t:nan the 
totally re j acting mother who completely ianares the child ar.d 
steps out or his life with finality. Her rejection is accom-
panied with guilt, he is neither free to benefit by the foster 
mother nor to disentangle himself .from his own mother. This is 
the foster child who wears out a series of foster homes and 
II tor whom the vicious circle or two counter-active mothers 
. 22 
prohibits his growth and integration. 
~ 
Many disappointments in placement have been situations in 
II which the child has proved mentally incapable Qf taking advan- II 
tage of the opportunities offered by foster parmts. The child 
ot limited mental abilities would . be able to satisfy the normal 
desires and ambitions at his foster home. Pushing the child 
too far from the social and intellectual backgroun:l into which 
he was born may make it ditfioul t or even impossible to meet 
his needs. A child may and usually does impr ewe beyond the 
I limitations of his background it placed in a .favorable environ-
ment. II 
Placement has often been preceded by a ~eat school dis- 1 
I 
satisfaction w~ic~ may have arisen from any one cr many canbin- 1 
, ations or f'actcrs. The child who has been a problem at home is 
,, _____ _ 
22 Dorothy Hutchinson~ The Parent-Child Relationship As A 
Factor 1n Child Placement, 'l'he F'iiiiny=; April 1946, pp. 4'7-48. 
II 
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likely always to have given trouble 1n school. He 1s apt to 
carry over his emotional attitudes and fears to a new school 
adjustment. He dreads the idea of a new teacher, and to estab-
lish himself 1n a new group or schoolmates is not an easy 
matter. When a child feels himself an accepted member of the 
I school community, tension and self-consciousness are reduced. 
I! For children who enjor normal family life these new ad-
1 justments are not always easy. Children uprooted fran their 
own homes and sometimes moved from tos tar home to roster home 
naturally find these adjustments more difficult. The social 
growth of the children of a aormal ran ily is gradual and they 
are protected from new or difficult experiences until they are 
ready tor them. Poster children on the contrary are separated 
trom home and may be called upon to adjust all at once to a new 
home, new school, new neighborhood, new church, and new play-
mates. Their fear of the new, expressed 1n a number of ways, 
is understandable. It., in addition they feel themselves un-
wanted 1n a community, an easy adjustment can hardly be ma:le. 
Poster children are considered to be self-conscious, 
awkward, and feel allen among others. At times they take a 
certain pride 1n maintaining the responses and attitu:les 
brought with them from the old life. It is only gradually t.ba t 
they can meat children on their own ground. 
The vast majority of placements . put through by social 
agencies are or illegit~ate children. Hence, the problems 
centering around placement cannot be divorced from problems 
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ot illegitimacy. 
The illegitimate child is a ~oblem trom the time he is 
conceived. Illegitimacy seems to be a brand, marking the 
individual throughout life as a focal point of troubled feel-
ings. It is a brand that can distort many phases of develop-
ment, and unconsciously the individual feels almost that he is 
predestined to badness. 24 
Illegitimate chUdrS'l, usually unwelcome because of the 
parents' relationship to each other, _inevitably develop under 
prenatal infiuences that are unhappy. Ostracism, reproach and 
prejudice await the illegit 1.ma te child at birth and uake them- 11 
selves felt long before he is conscious of their present 
25 
1nnuence. 
The integral handicap or trend which seems particularly 
heightened in children of illegitimate birth, the habit of 
fantasy. All children, or course, with any imagination take 
re.tu.ge from unpleasant reality 1n mare ar less e 1a borate per-
sonal fantasies. There is a real element of mystery and un-
certainty in the illegitimate child's background which makes 
such connection by reality impossible or unconvincing. 
23 Florence Clothier, "Pr cblems of nleglt imacy As They 
Concern the Worker in the Field of Adoption", Mental Hygiene, 
October, 1941, pp. 576. 
24 Esther Osterman., "Case Work Treatment of an Illegit 1-
mate Adolescent Girl", Journal of Social Case Work, July, 1947, 
pp. 174. 
25 Child Weli'are League o1' Amer.iea, 1939, PP• 56. ~~ 
I, 
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In brief, 1ri the illegitimate child we have a person 
p~actically foredoomed under any of cur present forms ot 
treatment; a child subjected of necessity to be a combination 
of many adverse environmental influences which prcxiuce distur-
bances in the child's relation .to self and others.26 
Only a relatively small proportion of children born out 
of wedlock are placed for adoption. The majority of them 
either are not suitable .for permanent placemnt or are ineli-
gible for adoption because the mothe_r retains custody of the 
child. 27 
The social handicap of the illegitimate child is well 
known. They are frequently deprived of parents. Efforts to 
conceal their parentage and status occasion emotional conflict 
so that feelings of 1ns_ecur1t.y and interiority often develop 
and lead to behavior difficulties •28 
Faced with such a welter of confusing, conflicting adjust~ 
ments, the illegitimate child desperately needs the security 
of staple, persistently uniform situations, of dependable 
human relations, and of _endless patience and tolerance when 
placed in a foster home·. 29 
26 National Conference of Social Work, 1939, pp. 435-.4164 
27 Russell Kurtz,editc:r, Soc 1al Work Year Book,l943,p.10~ 
. . ' . .. 
28 Ibid., 1935, PP• 69. 
- . 
29 Lawrence Franks, "FUrdamen tal · Needs of the ChUd", 
Mental Hygiene, July, 1938, pp. 352-379. 
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CHAPT!i!R IV 
SUMMARY AND FINDINGS 
During the period January 1, 1935 to Decembst' 31, 1935 
there were twenty-three dependent illegitimate children under 
two years or age accepted who have continued 1n care. Three 
cases were not available for study. The follOifing chapter 
II will present in detail six illustra. tive cases. Some specific 
observaticms as obtained from the examination of the twenty 
cases used 1n this study' in accordance with the schedule appen-
ded, will give a general picture or _ the group as a mole. Al-
though the small number of cases makes the stuiy not statist!- II 
cally reliable, and an evaluation of the many intangible 
factors is extremely difficult, certain elements ach ieve pro-
minence by the frequency of their occurrence. 
II It was found that in most instances s ymptoDB of malad-
justment originated 1n the early placements. The presenting 
behavior which precipitated complaints and replacements in-
cluded all of the mare familiar symptoms---truancy; stealing; 
disobedience; stubborness; temper tantrums; running away; f'1re 
aett~g; excessive lying; sex delinquencies; and destructive-
ness. 
11 Of the twenty cases presented, twelve were boys and eight 
were girls. All eases were between the ages of fourteen and 
\\ sixteen years of age. In many instances the children had poar 
fam.Uy background. Seven mothers were dia.gnaJ ed £eeb1e-m1zxied 
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and .five had court records. Many or the ohi.ldren presented 
school problems. l1 
Fifteen or the cases had a history or aggressicn and anti-
social behavior involving social and psychological problema. 
In only two oases, however, did these difficulties manif'est 
themselves in such a way as to bring the chUdren to the 
attention of the court. 
In four oases the mother continued contact thraughcut 
placement. Three 1n this group were .failures in the ad justive 1 
process while one case was considered a success. In 'the 
failure group observations clearly showed the child's :Sdenti.fi· 
cation with the mother prevented the acceptance of a mother 
substitute while in the success group, the child's relationship 
with the mother made the transit1oD to foster hanes easier. 
Ten children were members of a community club or church 
club; three were members or a church choir. Eight children 
were active in school-recreational programs. One had a physi- 1 
cal handicap which prevented participation 1n activities. The 
majority of' these children were in the success group. Six 
children earned money; five were in the success grcup while only 
one was in the failure group. 
Psychiatric treatment and a selected foster home, to 
resolve emotional conflict were specifically obtained in one 
case. A study home and a camping p~riod were used as a 
treatment plan in each o.f two cases. Two cases were institu-
tionalized for feeble-mindedness. In no other instance was a 
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treatment plan instituted other than replacements in foster 
homes. 
TABLE I 
NUMBER OF REPLACEMENTS CORRELATED WlTH SUCCESS AND FAll,URE 
Number of Replacements Success Failure 
None 1 0 
One 4 1 
Two 1 0 
Three 1 1 
Four 0 0 
Five 2 1 
Six l 1 
Seven 0 0 
Eight 1 1 
Nine 0 l 
Ten 1 2 
Total 12 8 
Ninety-roar replacements were experienced by the entire 
group. Forty-two or 44.7 per cent were made by the success 
' 
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II group whereas, fifty-two or 55.3 per cent were made by the 
failure group. Fifty-three or 56.3 per cent of the ninety-four 
replacements were not the results of unmodif'iability of the 
child but were due to other factors such as illness or death 
· or the foster parent, au tom at ic trans fer from infant homes to 
older children's homes, home closed or foster p1rents moved. 
Included in this number were sixteen instances where no reason 
was given for the replacements. 
Alth ough the children in the success group experienced 
three and one halt replacements per child whereas the children 
II 
II 
II in the failure group experienced twice that many per child, 
this is not large enough to warrant definite conclusions as to 
I, 
li 
the effect of the number of replacements on adjustzmnt. 
One child experienced no replacement 1n the sue cess 
group while all children in the failure gmu p experienced at 
11 least one replacement. One child experienced ten replacements 
1 in the success group whereas two children in ·the failure grcu.p 
experienced ten replacements; all replacements 1n both this 
group were precipitated by problem behavior. The child experi-: 
enc1ng ten replacements in the success group was one of the two 
cases that came to the attention of the court and one o~ the 
two cases that received treatment. One chlld 1n the success 
group had tive repl~cements, none of which were precipitated 
.
11 
by problem behavior. One child in the fallure group with si.x 
replacements was returned to his mother twice while no child 
1n the success group was returned home. 
TABLE II 
AGES AT REPLACEMENT CORRELATED WrJ!H SUCCESS AND FAILURE 
Age Group 
Under 3 
3 - 6 
6 - 9 
9 - 12 
12- 16 
Total 
Success 
5 
15 
15 
5 
2 
42 
Failure 
2 
10 
8 
16 
16 
52 
In the success group the largest number of replacements 
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the largest number or replacements in any one year per child 
was .five. 
The largest number of replacements 1n the failure group 
-- I 
occurred among the older age grcup whereas 1 1n the success 
It group they occurred in the younger group. The exact meaning 
of th~s cannot be detennined but it . suggest an area of further 
study. 
Although the number of replacements does not seem to 
reveal signi.ficant .findings 1n the study 1 the limited time 1n 
I 
which adjustment was evaluated may have influenced the fir:d ings f 
I also the fact that .foster p1rents bave not been eYaluat ed. The 
I 
role of' the ch1l~•a own mother cannot be assessed, except on an 
j 1ndiv1dual .basis, because of the small number where the mother 
1 was active. 
One cannot lose sight of the opinion of authorities 
working 1n the field that frequent replacements are harmful, 
1 and individual case presentations 1n the folloviJJg chapter wUl \ 
I show how they affect the child's adjustment. 
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CHAPl'ER V 
SIX ILLUSTRATED CASES 
These cases have not been selected because they are re-
p:oesentative of the whole grrup---every case 1s so different 
. 
from every other that no two could be regarded as typical. 'the 
cases have been given to show 1n detail same problems of ad-
justment. They have mmy points at interest 1n relation to the 
child, the foster families and in some insta.mes the ptrent and 
the inter-relations between them. The fact that the placement 
covers an unusually long period of years gives an opportunity 
for demonstrating a continuing process of adjustmnt • 
More cases were chosen from among the successes than the 
faUures because they seem more constructively helpful for 
presentation than do the faUures. There are four cases 1n the 
group clas s1f1ed as "success" and will be illustrated by Cases 
1, 2, 3, 4. Two cases were chosen from the "failure" group 
and will be illustrated by Cases 5 and 6. 
Concerning what is meant by success, it may be simply 
stated, that adjustment 1s considered successful if the child, 
at the 1J1me of study, was not exhibiting any marked deviations 
1n pers onal.ity or behavior and seemed reasonably content and 
happy. "Failure" will describe the condition 1n which the 
child 1s undesirable behavior continued cr exhibited a very 
slight modification. 
By replacement is mant transferring a child from one 
I 
I 
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roster home, where it was hoped that he would remain during a 
long period, to another rester home. Any move of a tEmporary 
nature is not considered a replacement. 
Case 1 
Jon is a highly sensitive fifteen year old boy who is 
eager to leam but is easily disoruraged. Through the ];!l.tient 
guidance of skillful foster parents he 1s gaining security and 
the feeling of being wanted. 
Jon was thirteen months old when first known to the 
agency. He md received institutional care prior to his place-
ment. Other than an infect ion of eczema he was a well devel-
oped, deep chested, and broad shouldered youngster. He had 
fourteen teeth and was *alking. Soon after his arrival it was 
not ced he was excessively stubborn. He soon developed many 
physical ailments. At two years of age Jon ha:l made no effort 
at talking but made peculiar soums. He finally learned to 
talk while playing with other children on a sunmer vacation 
but refused to talk on his return home. Jon was kept on a 
very strict toilet training schedule and after much effort 
was trained at three. He had recurrences of eczema and bad 
a mucus discharge f'ran the nose when a cold was not present. 
He had descended testicles. Although Jon was determined and 
1 stubborn he was affectionate and responded to kindness ; he 
was kind and generous to the smaller boy in the home. The 
foster mother considered him a typical boy, he played rough 
and got into plenty .~f mischief. 
Jon had a very poor family background. His mother was 
of Jewish descent and was classified a mental defective on 
psychological tests. The maternal grandnotb!r was born in 
Italy, was a mental defective am cruld not read or write 
English. The maternal grand.tatrer was bom in Russia. An aunt 
had a long court record for immoral conduct and was a heavy 
drinker and an older sister or the mother was mentally retard-
ed. The mother was placed in foster homes after Jon's birth 
but this method of treatmerit _was unsatisfactcry becauae of her 
high sexual suggestibility.. The Julge Baker Child Guidance 
Clinic .felt she needed constant supervision and recommended 
her commitment to a sChool for the feeble-minded. 
At three years of age Jon had experienced three replace-
ments because of his prOblem behavior. He refUsed to talk, 
was stubborn and destructive and had temper .tantrums. In 1Lhis 
home he became very fearfUl am would scream when a stranger 
came near him. He had acute attacks of dermatitis and tonsil-
litis. He presented such a problem the foster mother refused 
to take him .out of the hruse. At four Jon began to indulge 1n 
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masturbation and was ve~ry bold in the practice. Althcngb. at 
four Jon cruld not form sentences the foe ter mother had taught 
him to recognize colors and pictures • 
The foster mother was a seriwsly arutiws person who 
always expected the worse. In some respects she seemed ford 
of Jon but had a morbid dread that he would have a contagious 
dis ease that her own fourteen year old sen would contract. In 
her state o£ anxiety Jon stayed un:ier the doctor's care. She 
was unreasonable in her discipline, was nervous and excitable. ' 
She could not make up her m1r.d permanently whether to give Jon 
up or to keep him. One day she would request his removal, ths 
next would decide to keep him. This was d Clle periodically. 
Under rigid discipline Jon's behavi ar improved but be la eked 
concentration and his speech remained slow. The foster mother 
seemed to feel she was doing her duty to give orders am 
expect instant obedience. There was mver a ray of umerstand-
ing. 
When Jon was six years old he was a sturdy and well built 
boy but passive. A general aptitude test indicated Jon was not 
ready for school but the foster mother insisted that he be 
accepted. In the classroom he was jittery and nervous and 
lacked concentration, but was social with the children. He did 
fair work in the first grade but was babyish in his speech am 
manner. At seven Jon was c lassi£ied as of border line intelli-
gence and special training would doubtless be essential. 
The tos ter mother's anxiety took on a new wrinkle; she 
refused to let Jon play with other children for fear he would 
learn bad habits. The worker records, n Jon was quiet today 
am subdued and acted as if the tos ter mother bad put a great 
fear in him". Jon was · unable to retain the first grade work 
and was nervous and anxirus 1 chewing hie pencils and pulling 
his clothes. Jon lived in this home five years before the 
foster mother could reach a permanent decision to give him up. 
Jon was eight when he went to live with the H. tamll y. 
He beca~ more stable and was able to do fair work 1n school. 
He was talkative, nonna.l in his 1nt erests and very likable but 
was noticeably untruthf'11l. He would he. ve an alibi ready when-
ever he got into difficulty. The farmer foster mother visited 
Jon regularly and brou~t him gifts. Jon soon developed a 
quarrelsome disposltion but was very easy to cry. He continued 
to indulge in masturbation. He bad an enormrus appetite bat 
remained thin and pale. Jon did not receive any religious 
training until he was past ten years old because of being 
placed in Christian homes. Jon remained 1n this hane two years 
and his removal was requested because of his excess! ve lying 
and sex practices. 
As a treatment plan he wasplaced in a sumner camp. On 
arrival he presented varied physical ailments but it was soon 
discovered he wanted to be the center of attraction. The boys 
voted him to be postman but he soon lost his po9 it ion because 
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of his quarrelsaneness. The coons ellor realized Jon's needs 
and he was reconsidered for the position. By the end of the 
camping period he had greatly improved. 
Jon went to live with the K. tamily when he was ten years 
old. The hane was an unusual one, not only fran the physical 
stie but the mother at once took him in as a uembar of th3 
family and gave him warmth and affect ion as he ha:l never knavn. 
The foster father took an equal interest in him and spent much 
time 1n the home giving him constructive companialShip. Jon 
presented no problems in this home but was very annoying at 
school. After many weeks he pilfered five dollars from a bank 
that did not belong to him. After that experience tm foster 
parents supplied him with spending money; toci{ him on a sieJ.lt-
seeing tour and the foster father gave h1m a new bicycle. His 
allowance was increased as his need for money increased. Be 
went to the movies once a week am the foster mdiher would taka 
him out to lunch on Saturday afternoon. Jon had no further 
need for his problem behavior. In school his a djus tue nt was I 
much improved. When he was twelve his I.Q. was 83. His intel-
ligence quotient increased instead of declined as predicted 
earlier. Jon called the raster parents mother arxi father and 
referred to their relatives as aunts and cousins. The foster 
parents were unusually nice to him, supplying him with money 
while they vacationed 1n Flcr ida and he lived with their rela-
tives. The foster mother wrote him affectionate letters 'Mlile 
they were away. 
Jon was willing to work in the house and was homs t. His 
fear of having to leave this hane finally lett him. He was 
given private lessons 1n Hebrew and when his school work was 
slow he was given private tutoring. He was a Boy Scout and had 
many friends his own age. Jon was quite int eras ted in electri-
city and shaNed abUity. The fbs tar parents permitted him to 
take a course in the Community Center and he later took ot.ber 
vocational training. Jon's scholastic average did not permit 
him to enter vocational high school; this was a disappointment 
to his foster parents but they continued to give him training 
at the Community Center. 
The roster mother's sister reprimanded Jon for lying 
when he lived with her while his foster parents were vacation-
ing. Jon ran away and returned to a former foster mother. 
When he returned home he was vary repentant but s ocri after this 
incident he reverted to the old pattern of stealing. This 
lasted only a short while after his foster parents retl.n'ned. 
Jon was later reprimanied at the school far his behavior and 
the teacher threatened to e:xpel him fer a month. Jon ran away 
r fran home again and left a note telling his foster parents he 
had run away and never expected to retum·. When picked up by 
police 1n rovidenca he told them he had run away because be 
gave his mother so much trouble. The foster parents brought 
Jon home plus a dog that had followed him on his journey. 
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In spite or times of trying behavior and thra.tgh ups and 
downs the foster parents have held Jon's affectial. Arter Jon 
returned the incident c:£ running away waa never referred to 
but he was eneOtU"aged to return to his electrical training. He 
was very reluctant to retum to school and only after much 
encouragement was he able to return. Jon bas sha¥n no prob-
lems for a year. 
INT:ER PRET AT I ON 
II 
In this ease, the boy experienced five replacements. 
represents a success 1n his present placement. The boy was 
He I 
II 
able to gain security in his present foster home and resporded 
to the affection and understanding or experienced foster plr- 11 
enta. His difficul t behavior stopped when he was reinforced by 
feelings of being wanted. He still, ho.crever, remains sensitive 
to criticism which is precipitated by attitu:les of inferiority 
probably or iginat 1ng fran general parental sternness 1n pre-
vioua foster homes. 
J His early home environments were inadequate fer providing 
'I 
i the attention and affection which every child requires tor a 
II 
good emotional adjustment. He was sari cnsly inhibited by 
reactions of fear which, even 1n a satisfactcry environment, 
persistently manifested itself in a uarked sensitiveness to 
criticism. This was not because ba natively belonged to a 
withdrawn and sensitive type, but because his experiences in 
childhood taught him to util1z e the form of adjustnsnt he 
showed. Through the JBtience and UDierstallii~ of his poesent 
foster parents he is well on his way to a normal adjustmnt. 
II 
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Case 2 
Larry, 15, is a very handsome boy blt is nervous and 
high-strung. His life 1s characterized by a long series or 
symptoms of maladjustments in foster homes. He was finally 
placed in a foster home that met his anotional. needs. In 
spite of his home situa tiona and his supposedly border -line 
intelligence he was able to make a good school adjustment and 
had normal achievements. 
Nothing is lmCIHn of Larry's .tamUy backgroun:l. He was 
accepted by the agency at the age of three months. He showed 
evidence of gocxi physical care, he was fat and very gocxi 
natured, seldom crying. He slept well and adjusted we 11 to a 
three hour feeding schedule. He progressed normallY' untU he 
experienced a replacement at six months of age at wh:ich time 
he had a digestive disorder. His appetite was sporadic, he 
would eat well for several days, followed by several days when 
he would refuse practically all food. This resulted in a loss 
of weight and retarded physical development. He made no 
attempt to walk until he was ptst two years old and for several 
months was unsteady on his feet. He was very fearful, es-
pecially when left aJ. one. He was restless and fretfUl in his 1 
sleep. His speech was retarded and when he did attempt to I 
talk it was in utter jargon. 
Larry was placed with the agency far sdoption but a 
psychological e:xaminat ion given at the age oft wo shcwred. he was 
not suitable for adopti Cl1 because of a mental deficiency. It 
was suggested he be pl~ed in an institution where he could be 
better cared fer or in a special foster home. The foster 
mother felt it was hopeless to try to teach him. There seemed 
also to be a general antagonism between foster mother and child. 
A farm_home was suggested. 
J.,arry was placed with the s. famUy in a rural area. His 
immediate problem was a severe rash which was resistant to 
treatment. In a few weeks his eating and sleeping habits bad 
greatly improved, his walking became more steady. His whole 
attitude was pleasant but he remained bard to nanage. His 
speech remained alan in developing but by the age of three he 
was putting words together. He was difficult to toUet train 
but this was accomplished by the time he was three :years old. 
He continued to be quite fearful especially when left alone. 
Larry remained in .this home only eight months. In the 
new home he regressed. to soiling his clothes and his speech 
became very ind.ist inct. He was very stubborn and des truetive 
and had to be watched when playing with other children. 
When he was five years old he showed excessive stubborn-
nee s and tlie. foster mot her was very 1m patient and harsh in her 
discipline. ·She made him sit in a chair several hwrs as 
punishment for his stubbornness. Larry would retaliate by 
destro7ing something in the house and hiding 1t. · He got beyo:rd 
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her control and she requested his removal. For several weeks 
attar Larry's arrival in his new hane he hEd attacks of nausea 
and an upset stomach. The footer mother was very kind and 
gave him a great deal of individual attention and was under- 11 
standing of his inability to accept new :f'rienis immediately. 
Before Larry cruld develop much emotional stability am physi- :· 
cal stamina he was moved •. He was moved again in five days 
because some members of the foster fanUy resented foster chil• 
dren. 
Larry had experienced six replacements by the time he 
was six years old. nis new mother was very receptive of him 
and from the start he responded to her kindness. The behavior 
that hs.d plagued his former foe ter JB rents did not manifest 
itself here. There were several boys 111 the home Larry's age 
that made nice canpanions. The foster motl:er was kind and 
affectionate. He started in school when he was s i:x years old. 
Psychological tests showed he was of normal intelligence. His 
conduct in the classroan was that of any normal boy. Larry 
enjoyed this home a year and was then returned to his former 
foster mother at her request. He rebelled against returning 
to the home where he hai been punished but he bld to go. The 
foster mother was a former school teacher. The record s~s, 
"He will be well trained in courtesy and good citizenship • A 
canpanion from his present home was also transferred w1 th him. 
This was the only thing that was satisfying in the placement. 
The .foster mother was critical of Larry's school JrOgr>eas, his 
companion was his superior in many things and the foster mother 
f'requently made comparisons between the two boys. Larcy could 
not accept this change and all of his old behav1 or problems 
returned. Seemingly the only happiness he bld was in school. 
Psychological examinations showed he was regressing mEmtally 
and the foster mother refused to keep him after nine months 
because of this. 
Larry's next replacement was in a home where the foster 
parents desired a ten year old girl and would keep him only 
until a girl could be placed. A girl was placed in the home 
in three months and we see Larry uprooted again. His ne.xt 
replacement was in a hane with delinquent boys. He enjoyed thB 
companionship of the boys am adjusted well 1n the home am 
his school adjustment was gocxi. The foster mother took an 
interest in him and showed him a great deal of cons~eration. 
He had a paper route and earned his spending money. He was 
soon moved because the worker felt he should not be placed with 
boys awaiting crurt action. The foster mother was very dis-
turbed when he moved but Larry was unconcerned • 
Larry was twelve when he was placed on a farm with the 
D. family. He did not like farm work but preferred working in 
the house. The foster mother soon discovered he was untruthful 
and pilfering money and helping b±mself to anything in the 
house he wanted, which was mostly food. Larry confessed his 
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stealing and tried hard to stop but it was beyond his control. 
The foster mother was fond of him but was discouraged because 
he did not seem to mind being dishonest. She trjBd being 
affectionate but he e culd not accept affect ion. He was very 
helpful in the house and did many thcughtful things for the 
foster mother. He soon learned to be receptive of the foster 
mother's praise. 
La,_.X"J' developed a dis like fer boyish things 81Xl was some-
what effeminate in his actions. His real passion was fer 
reading. He would read any and everything. Larry was known to 
have indulged in masturbation when he was ten years old but not 
to excess. The foster motMr returned home one afternoon and 
found Larry dressed in her clothes even the corset. Larry 
denied this even thoue):l he lalew the foster mother saw him. 
Larry's stealing stopped 1n about a year in this home. 
He became very quick tempered but did everything to please the 
foster mother. He liked this home and didn't want to be moved. 
He continued to progress nCir'mally in school. Larry's urge to 
steal returned and he forged a check on the foster motmr and 
used part of the money to pay club dues. He told the foster 
mother he did not want to steal but a sudden urge gripped him 
and he could not help it. After his eon.fession the foster 
mother requested his removal. BefOl"e his replacement Larry was 
picked up by the police for breaking and entering several 
houses in the neighborhood end stealing women's brie1lt colored 
clothing, especially underwear.! going to the woods, dress 1ng 
1n them and abusing himself. 'J:his tendency towards fetishism 
manifested itself when he was thirteen years old. He was 
placed on probation and was placed in a special foster hane 
and received psychiatric treatment. 
The foster mother was very skillf'ul in ha.Mli~ his prob-
lems and before long we see Larry feeling at home. The foster 
mother defended Larry 1n the community when his sex delinquen-
cies became knQYn. This was one of the things that helped him 
gain security 1n the home and enabled him to confide in the 
foster mother and to discuss his feelings. Althcugh Larry has 
been in this home only four months he has aho.m. a striking 
improvement in his conduct, he is associating with boys and 1s 
beecmi:ng interested in games. The rapid response of this boy 
who appeared hopeless is remarkable. There is no doubt that 
he will continue to imprcwe. 
IN'l'ERffim'ATION 
In t~is ease, the child is considered a success 1n 
adjustment. This ease has been presented to lllustrate a situ-
ation in which the child ad jus ted after ten replacements. 
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rr The most important cause or Larry's conduct difficulties 
I probably lies 1n his reaction to a general attitude or inf'eri-
ority. He sha.ved that attitude 1n many incidents of everyda'J' 
life. He showed marked sensitivity and seclusion. Larry 
developed habits or avoiding normal participation in the rough 
and tumble play of boys. This rear and avoidance of the usual 
outlets for activities led to a need for substitute sat1s~ac-
tiona. He sought to red1me the normal motive of mastery and 
social approval by petty thievery and sex behavior. He also 
found adjustment in the ~agtned satisfactions or fiction. 
Since these mechanisms reduced his tension they became fixed 
and habitual. Larry's difficulties were further complicated 
by other factors. His lack of a continued intillllte relation-
ship with a foster father 1n childhood made it harder for him 
to develop manly qualities and achieve normal adjustuent. 
This very disturbed boy represents the results ar ex-
cessive foster parental severity in several of his early place-
ments. The long duration o~ his asocial behavior, as well as 
his established sex pattern, made him suitable fer psychiatric 
treatment and a special environment. 
Larry had a desire to improve his behavior and now in 
his present home, he hill found some security throu€§:l the affec-
tion, attention and understanding given him. He bas a sense 
. . 
or belonging he has never knCJNn before. One sees as he gained 
security .that he lose.s the .need to continue his defensive 
patterns. 
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Case 3 
Ann is now suteen years old~ She 1s a well adjusted 
and happy girl. Her present home offers splendid opportuni-
ties for normal developments and Ann 1s accepted as a natural 
child. 
The first "thirteen months of Ann's lif'e were far from 
being whalesome. She was the second Ulegitimate chUd of a 
tee ole-minded mother who was deported when she was nine months 
old. Ann was then cared for by a not too bright maternal cou-
sin uptil she was placed with the agency. This cousin visited 
Ann in the foster home until she was three yea-rs old, then 
discontinued all cc:mtact with the agency. · 
Ann weighed seven pounds when she was bom, was a normal 
delivery and was bottle fed. Nothing is knom of her develop-
mental history prior to coming to the agency. When placed in 
the foster home she had poor s leaping habits. She would wake 
during the night and cry several hrurs. She later develo~d 
the habit · of waking and singing which would end in crying ani 
screaming • . She would appear to be 1n pain. After several 
months she developed poor eating habits which resulted 1n a 
loss of weight. She was difficult to na nage, was excessively 
stubborn and disobedient. She rebelled against any attempt at 
toilet training. She had temper tantrums at the slightest 
frustration. She had a frightened appearance. A medical exam-
ination at the age of three Showed evidence of rickets and a 
rather poor muscular development. 
It was thought the replacement or Ann would be full of 
complications but it was interesting to note how quickly and 
favorably she responded to new surround!~. Her sleeping 
improved gradually and the temper tantrums ceased immediately. 
The f .cster mother 1n her first enthusiasm annrunced Ann was 
very sweet and cooperative and pleasant to ba ve 1n the home. 
She adjusted well to playing with other children. 
The foster home is situated 1n a remote rural area ani 
as the foster mother does not ·speak English much or Ann's super-
vision is done by an older daughter living in the home. The 
foster family took a great deal of interest in Ann from the 
beginning of placement • . The foster mother dressed her vary 
sweetly and spent · a great deal of time curling and fixing bar 
hair. She immediately became ·a part of the famUy, sharing 
vacations and e:xcurs ion .trips. In spi.te of the foster mother 18 
1 1nab1li.ty to speak English she was able to conve?q love am 
affection, the things that Ann so badly needed. She was given 
every attention both physic'al and emotional. She was an excep-
tionally bright child but was very unattractive. At tlve she 
had 'learned the catechism and took t.a, first Holy Communion. 
She entered school at the age of -six and made good progress 
with the eJtcept ion of ar 1thme.t1c.. She was described by .tie 
foster mother as being "spunky" but easy to control and 
II 
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discipline. During Ann's first year 1n school she l:Bd a 
serious gastr6-intest1nal upset. 
When Ann was in the third grade a report from a visiting 
clinic indicated that she had a heart murmur, rheumatic fever 
at times and was tongue-tied. She rated a n~mal intelligence 
but she was unhappy 1n the foster home. It was suggested she 
be placed 1n a foster home where more English was spoken. ~­
viously, from observations over the six years Ann had been in 
the foster home, she was well adjusted and content. The 
suggestion to change homes was not accepted by the social work-
er. Ann made normal progress in school until the onset of 
\ anemia then her promotion to the fifth grade was doubtful. Ann 
1 received every care, correct diet, proper rest and all the 
1 
affection possible. Treatment for orthodontia was started whe~ 
she was ten and lasted for a two year period. Witi:l. the treat-
ment her physical appearance greatly improved. 
There are times when Ann presents a peculiar disposition, 
is moody and sullen. The · foster mother, hew ever, meets the 
situation understandingly. Generally she has a very pleas ant 
attitude. She is undemonstrative and does ,not shew her feel-
ings. She is reserved and well poised. Ann has been in this 
roster home twelve years and is accepted as a natural Child of 
the foster mother. The isolated section of the home prevents 
her fran participating in many canmunity and school activities 
but she manages to take swinni11ng instruction and attends the 
8:30 )(ass on Sunday mom1ng in spite of the long distance. she 
has to walk. 
INTERPRET AT ION 
In this case the child is a sucoess 1n adjustment. This 
1 is an illustration ?f a case with only ana replacement, the 
replacement being at an early age of development. 
The child 1 s early behavior patterns app1rently origina-
ted from difficulties 1n .ftLmUy relationships with the rejec-
tion of both the mother and the cousin. This feeling ot rejec-
tion was intensified in the first fOster hane placement. Ann's 
symptomatic behavior gradually disappeared in the present 
11 foster home as . she found security through 'the affection and 
attention given her by the foster family. 
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This home offered splendid opportunities for the release 
11 of nervous energy and was conducive to healthy development. 
As Ann gained 1n security she lost the need for continuing her 
defensive behavior. The tact that the foster mother does not 
apeak English d~d not affect her w~rm motherly attitude to-
wards the child. 
Case 4 
Joe, at si.xteen, is a thoroughly wholes ane and a turd.y · 
' boy. In countenance the -boy is pleasant, with firm features 
and straightforward eyes. He bas an intelligence (Jlot ient 
of 112. He demonstrates .. leadersh1p qua11t.1es and l:Bs adjusted 
well in foster hanas. 
Joe was placed with the agency when he was au months 
old and was a beautiful brown eyed baby with four teeth. He 
gave every indication of ha v1ng been well cared for, he bad 
good sleeping and eating habits and adjusted well to a new 
diet of whole milk and ·solid foods. At ten months of age he 
was attempting to walk, had eight teeth and was drinking from 
a cup. He had an excellent dis position a:rxl was full of life. 
Joe was feeding himself when eighteen months old, and was 
talking fairly well at two. He was difficult to toilet train 
but was trained when he was approximately three years old. 
When Joe was ten days old he was placed 1n a private 
boarding home and was later placed with the ·agency because his 
mother could not provide adequately far him. Little is known 
of Joe's family background other than his mother, a very in- 11 
tell.igont girl, immigrated to the Unite.d . States from Nova Sco- I 
tia a year before he was born. Throughout his placements she 
has visited him regu1arly and has contributed to his support. 
She has helped Joe accept foster parents without sacrificing 
her own position. The foster parent-mother relationship has 
been wholesome and an asset in Joe's adjustment. 
Joe changed foster homes , when he was three years old and 
immediately became fussy about eating. This eondi tion soon 
improved but he was considered to have a delicate appetite for 
several years. He . remained in this home for three years and. 
received much attention fran the fca.tar father. I 
In the new home Joe was very stubborn and refused to 
accept affection from his new parents but care ani patience ,, 
soon won his affection and he became very responsive. He 
entered school at the .age of six and adapted well to school 
routine. During his first year in school he had scarlet fever 
I 
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followed by measles and a gland dis order wh:tc h wore him down 
considerably. Later in the year he had an infection of the 
ear drum. When he was seven he bad a serious infection of' 
hives which was very irritating and annoying. turi~ this 
trying period of' physical illnesses it was necessary for Joe 
to be changed to a new home. He remained 1n the next home 
only four days because the foster mother considered him too 
much care. 
Joe was able to stay 1n the next home two years. He ad-
justed well from the beginning of' placement and was accepted 
as a member of the family. The foe ter mother was warm and 
very cordial to the mother and Joe was very happy 1n the 
mother-roster mother relationship. He was an intelligent, 
neat and responsible boy, refined but stubborn. He demonstra-
ted leadership qualities at an early age. He was selected as 
patrol leader when he was 1n the third grade. 
Joe began his busine.ss career at eleven years old with 
a paper and magazine route aDd he ·was very thrifty, saving a 
portion of' his earnings each week. He was devoted to his 
mother and looked forward to living with her. Joe was stable 
and mature for his age a.nd a hONed super! or intelligence 1n the 
classroom. He devoted much of' his time to his papers and 
magazines and the Cub Scouts. The foster mother became ill 
and Joe had to be removed to a new home. This was very dis-
turbing to Joe and he would not accept a new foster home unt U 
the roster mother prcm.i.sed that he could return when she was 
able to care tor him. 
He was ten years old when he went to live with the P. 
family and in spite of his attitude about leaving the previous 
home, he accepted the change quickly. The foster father was 
a minister and took a great interest 1n him, the foster mother 
was warm and intelligent. They ha:l a son Joe's age that 
accepted him as a canpanion, they shared the same room end sat 
opposite each other in the classroom. Joe was given music 
lessons and went on camping trips with the family. The mother 
was able to visit Joe regularly and expressed a desire to have 
him placed nearer Boston but his happiness was so genuine in 
I thia home she sensed that he wanted to remain there. She left 
the decision to him and he decided to remain in the heme. Joe 
and the son enjoyed airplane trips and vacations together. Joe 
worked well 1n the home and showed a great devotion for the 
foster f'atber. He loved his mother but seemed to grow more 
II 
independent of her. · 
The foster parents thought Joe was an unusual boy and 
above average 1n ambit ion. When he was eleven years old be 
had decided to be a dairy ·rarmer and talked quite intelligent-
ly about his future plans. He was extremely thoughtfUl of the 
two year old sister in the home and was also f ald. or the new 
baby. Joe showed varied interests---sports, music, scouting 
and dramatics. He continued to be thrifty, saving a portion 
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of his weekly allowance. 
At the age of twelve Joe was much 1n demand tor yard 
work and the foster· father encouraged him to buy equipment to 
, work with and save his money towards a college education. 
Joe's foster parents moved to New York when he was thirteen 
to take over a new parish and asked that Joe be placed with a 
friend of theirs that loved htm. 
Joe was at home in the w. family. This home afforded 
him the same security and opportunity for development as did 
the previous one, and he soon was devoted to his new parents. 
Joe's greatest loss was the companionship of the son 1n the 
former home rut this was soon overcane because tm foster 
rather made him an excellent companion. The foster rather 
brought him athletic equipment and took him on tishing trips. 
Joe has many friends and is very active in social affairs. 
He plays in the school band and is employed part time. He is 
a leader in the school and maintains a high scholarship in 
high school. 
INTERPRET AT ION 
In this case the child experienced five replacements and 
is a success in adjustment in the present hane. The case 
1 represents an illustration where the mother continued contact 
with the child. It also represents a situation 1n which each 
new environment offered complete freedom from emotional evolve-
, menta as well as many constructive features such as: compan-
1 
ionship, allowance, encouragement, understanding and interest, 
all of' which were so necessary for Joe's emotional development. 
The mother, who was able to establish a gocxl persona 1 relation-
ship with the foster parents in each placement was an asset to 
Joe's adjustment and the continuity of her contact added to 
his security 1n the foster homes. He received sufficient 
train~g in the foster homes to gain self-confidence and 
maturity and was able to accept his own mother and a mother 
I substitute, each 1n their role. The good relationship with 
II 
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1 his own mother makes the transit ion from foster homes easier. 
I 
II 
Joe's personality was sufficiently integrated so that 
he could make a decision that threatened the continued con-
tact with his mother in the light of his own needs. Under the 
guidance and counsel of foster parents, Joe bas not only 
gained .aecurity in its simpler meaning of freedom from anxiety 
but he has a profound faith in human beings and the fUture. 
Clarence, a boy of 
cult children to handle. 
after another and was so 
would keep him. 
Case 5 
.fifteen, was one of the moe t diffi-
He was placed in one foster home 
extremely disagreeable that no one 
Clarence was fourteen months old ·when he came to the 
agency. He was a beautiful, well-built boy with blond hair 
and blue eyes. lie had a pleasant disposition and was very 
easy to care for. 
Little is known of Clarence's early developmental his-
tory but from all appearances he we.~ healthy and no:rmal. He 
was the second of three illegitimate children. He was placed 
1 
1 with the agency because his stepfather refu.sed to p-ovide far him. Clarence did not know his mother or brothers unt 11 he 
I 
was eight years old. _ 
Clarence was an unusually bright child. At three years 
of age he had a good vocabulary and used it well. He was 
toilet trained and had gocd sleeping and eating habits. He 
first began to show problem behavior with his first replace-
ment, which was at the age of six. He wculd cry and scream 
for long periods and was very cruel to the younger child 1n 
the home. On one occasion he pushed the child do1m. a flight II! 
of stairs. Be regressed 1n many years to an earlier stage of 
development. In spite of Clarence's behavior the foster 
mother was fond of him, for he had moments of being affection-
ate. She gave him up 1n a year because she was unable to dis-
cipline him. 
In the next home Clarence appeared happy but had many 
physical ailments.- He waE the only child 1n the home and · 
received a great deal of attention. He was well mannered, 
cooperative, and a ver.y lovable child. He entered school at 
the age of six and repeated the first grade. The ra~ter 
father took a great interest in him and he became a msnber of 
the family, sharing with them vacations and recreation. He 
was given a weekl~ allowance and Clarence was .very rond of 
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the foster father. For good reasons he had to be moved from 
the home at the end of eight months. He lived 1n the next 
home onl7 a week when the fnster mother requested his removal. 
Clarence was considered in school a very quiet boy. He 
r was also quiet in the home and gave no trouble. Psychological 
tests sho.ved he bad normal intelligence. At tbe age of eight I Clarence developed the habit of pilfering money in the foster I 
home. He became very disturbed when his pilfering was dis-
c overed. The roe t er parents were very patient and tole rant of I 
his behavior and asked that he be allowed to remain 1n the hane 
Clarence was very helpful 1n the home and did his 
chores wUlingly. He enjoyed going to church and Sunday School. 
It was only when the foster mother became seriously ill that 
they requested his removal. He lad remained 1n this h0!09 
three years. It was at this time Clarence's mother began visi-
ting htm. He was ten years old. 
He was placed 1n a tEI!lporary home for a month and then 
removed to a permanent hane with his brother whom he had never 
known. The brother seemingly was the favorite of the foster 
parents. Clarence could not aeeept this change in homes. He 
became intensely hostile and aggressive, especially to the 
brother. In the classroom he would stamp his feet on the noor 
talk back to the teacher, and engage in petty trippings and 
souffles. He became difficult to discipline in the home, was II 
domineering· and insisted on being the center of attraction. 
In a few months Clarence was moved and bad to be returned to a 
temporary home because it was difficult to find a fbster family 
who would take him because of his beha v1 or. When a home was I 
round, the worker advised the foster mother to be strict with 
her discipline. Her discipline was unreasonable and Clarence's 
behavior became worse. In school he was considered a "terrible 
problem". He wculd show temper in the · classroom but was always 
alert to run an errand for the teacher. 
A curate of the church where Clarence was making a good 
adjustment took a special interest 1n him and gave him a great 
deal of his time. Clarence enjoyed this companionship but his 
problems in the home and school did not lessen any. ~ school 
he seemingly would do anything 1n ar'der to be sent to the prin-
cipal's office to be punished. A talk fran a police officer 
only antagonized him and his behavior became more annoying. 
His behavior was more annoying than delinquent. In the home he 
would do some nice things but the foster mother was so annoyed 
with his behavior she never could see the nice things he would 
do. If Clarence knew when his mother planned to visit he would 
always have a reason to be away from home. He succeeded 1n 
completing only the fourth grade. His failures were due pri-
marily to his behavior rather than to the lack or abUity. He 
has exhausted foster homes, having had ten replacements. He 
has been permitted to visit his mother indefinitely but his 
problems have not lessened to any degree. 
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INTERPRETATION 
This case is presented to illustrate a situation in 
which the boy was a failure in adjustment. He experienced 
ten replacements. 
A careful study of Clarence's behavior reveals he doe s 
not show seriously delinquent behavior but be persistently 
committed small infractions of discipline of an aggressive 
nature. None of his conduct in itself indicates a severe mal-
adjustment. It is the persistent and frequent nature of his 
misdemeanors which makes him the despair of teachers and fos-
ter parents. 
Clarence's desire for recognition, which is the basis 
I tor his behavior, was thwarted twice; the first time at the t 
I age of five when he was placed in a foster home with a younger 
child and did not receive an adequate amount of love and affec-
tion; second when his brother, whom he did not know, became 
1: his rival 1n the foster home and was able to gain ttie affection 
of the foster mother. Consequently all of Clarence's behavior 
was an attention-getting mechanism. Unfortunately his beha-
vior prevented him from staying 1n a foster home long enough 
for the foster parents to gain an insight into his behavior or 
for him to form a stable relationship. Improvement could not 
be accomplished in an environment which continually reactivated 
the underlying conflict, thereby stimulating the undesirable 
behavior. 
He was subjected to fUrther emotional trauma when his 
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mother and brother were thrust on him suddenly and at a time 
when he was .having diff~culty in getting a toe hold in a new 
foster home. Obviously, there might have been difficulty in 
this boy accepting a mother substitute and the mother's fre-
quent visits merely complicated his difficulty. One can readi-
11 ly see Clarence's rebellion against persons in authority by 
I his attitude to the foster parents, teachers and police offi-
cer. He adjusted well to the companionship or the curate and 
in the church. 
Clarence definitely requires affection, attention and 
proper discipline to overcome his difficulties. Unfortunately 
these were not available in the foster homes. It is doubtful 
they will e~ist in his own home. 
Case 6 
Jean, sixteen, is a very intelligent girl and very 
attractive in appearance, who was so inten~ely disagreeable 
that no foster family w<nld keep her. In spite of her diffi-
cult behavior she was finally accepted in a well-to-do house-
hold. The roster mother was wann and understanding, threw 
herself most heartily into the attempt to help with Jean's 
problems. Jean was content for a while but soon reverted to 
being unhappy and lonely and was unable to keep a sustained 
relationship with the foster mother. 
Jean was twenty-one months old when first known to tm 
agency. She was bright, active and a dainty type little girl 
and very cute in her shyness. She had been cared for by her 
mother prior to the placement by the agency. The mother was a 
rather neat and attractive Irish girl who looked much more 
intelligent than a fifty-three intelligence quotient would in-
dicate. She was considered mentally and physically incapable 
or caring for Jean. She was promiscuous and lazy. She did 
not know Jean's father as he was a pickup on the street. 
There is no record of Jean's early developmental history 
but from all appearances she was heal thy and strong and very 
affectionate. She was toilet trained when placed with the 
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agency. Jean was very happy and content 1n her first foster 
home and accepted her mother's weekly visits as a matter of 
course. After a year she began to develop pocr eating habits, 
at times refusing all food, which resulted in loss of weight. 
Jean was three years old when she had her first replacement. 
In the new environment she had spells of constipation which 
ordinary prescribed medicine could not relieve. She was quite 
a care for the foster mother but after several months the con-
dition improved and she was again the bright, active and con-
tented youngster she had been previwsly. For very good 
reasons Jean had to have another replacement within a year. 
At five years of age Jean was a well developed and very 
alert child, she was dressing herself and took a great pride 
1n pretty clothes. She was very affectionate, showering the 
foster mother with kisses. But Jean's naughty behavior was 
becoming very noticeable after her mother 1 s visits • Her 
naughtiness lasted only a few hcurs at first but before long 
she became very stubborn and exhibited tsnper tantrums when 
reproved or crossed in any way. 
Jean entered school at five and a half years of age and 
was considered an "A" student. In school she was lively but 
no problem. During her first year in . school she had a severe 
attack of bronchial pneumonia followed by chicken pox. She 
was absent trom school several months and when she returned to 
school the teacher reported she had a defiant and stubborn 
attitude in the classroom. In the home Jean was bossy and 
II domineering and had to be punished. It was observed that Jean's 
I behavior was much worse after her mother's visits, am the mother was fussy and demanding of Jean during her visits. The 
mother's visits were restricted to once a month. 
--=-=--~ 
The foster mother was very attached to Jean but had 
little understanding of her problems. She received excellent 
care 1n the home but in spite of the care she received she 
constantly lost weight. When she was nine years old she was 
fifteen pounds underweight. The foster mother tried hard to 
make Jean feel she was a part of the family. She shared vaca-
tions and other family entertainment but she continued to have 
a defiant attitude. She kept the family upset and developed 
a terrible dislike for the foster father who was very fond of 
her. The foster parents struggled with Jean eight years. In 
spite of everything that could be done in an ordinary home, 
her problems remained no less difficult and the f'e.mlly was 
forced to give her up. 
Jean was eleven years old when placed in the L. home. 
Several days after placement she had an infection of the fin-
ger, otherwise there seemed to be no ill effects of the change 
in homes. She verrr quickly accepted the foster home and called 
the foster mother 'Granty''. She was a superior student and 
the home situations did not affect her grades. ?!.hen the 
foster mother had to move, Jean begged the worker to let her 
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stay with her even though it meant a change of schools. She 
was very ambitious and liked to work. She was earning her 
spending money when she was twelve years old by baby sitting 
three afternoons a week. Jean had been submissive to her 
mother but now she became defiant and very hostile towards her. 
She was unmanageable after her mother's visits. On one occa-
sion the foster mother slapped her and she ran away from home I 
and did not want to return. After this Jean was never happy 
in the home and began to stay out at night. She lost her dain-
ty appearance and was quite untidy with clothes. 
At thirteen Jean experienced four replacements in one 
year. The first one lasted only one day because she slept in 
the cellar all night. Several days after Jean's arrival in 
the second home her hands and arms became badly infected. In 
this home she had a room of her own of which she was vary 
proud. Her personal appearance greatly improved. For the 
first time since infancy she really was genuinely happy and 
contented~ but 1n three months she was faced with a new home, 
a new school, and new companions. 
In the ne.:xt home Jean 1mmediatel y won the love and s,m-
pathy of the foster mothEr. The foster mother thcught she was 
a pathetic youngster, deeply attached to her mother. The fos-
ter mother soon learned the mother was not interested in Jean's 
development, but in her reaching si.:xtean when she could go to 
work. The mother was unable to understand the problems she was 
creating for Jean and continued to visit and telephone. 
When Jean was fourteen she was very interested 1n men, 
both young and old and was quite annoying to the men in the 
neighborhood. There were times when she was very irritable and 
other times moody, and had prolonged spells of depression. She 
was e~tremely unhappy, she had no friends, wculd not attend 
church; Her only happiness seemed to be in her superiority in 
school. The foster mother tried very hard to help Jean. She 
was willing to work and was kept as busy as possible in the 
home. She was an e.:xcellent companion for the foster mother's 
two small children. The foster mother constantly praised and 
defended her. As Jean was getting a hold and was beginning to 
adjust a little, the foster mother had to giYe her up. 
Jean was not pleased with the M. home but accepted it 
without a murmur. The morning after her arrival her hands and 
arms broke out in a rash. The foster mother refUsed to accept 
the doctor's diagnosis and in five weeks Jean was moved again. 
When Jean arrived at the T. home she called herself 
Terry which brought her a change of luck far a while because 
her mother never visited her after her arrival in this home. 
Pram all appea ances Jean accepted the love and affection of 
this very skillfUl foster mother. As she accepted the foster 
mother. As she accepted the foster parents and took an active 
part in planning the me ala , se le c t ing her 0r1n cl othe s and 
accepting the foster mother's hslp with sewing, Jean's 
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emotional conflicts gradually diminished. In a short time she 
had gained ten pounds and her color changed trom its dead 
II 
whiteness. She soon was .full o.f li.fe, had pink oheeks, and 
sparkling eyes. She was in the second year high school ·and 
had an "A" average in all her work. She took an active part 
li 
1n the school plays. The .foster parents were very proud ot 
her. For her encouragement the foster mother took an active 
part 1n the P.T .A. and other school programs. 
Jean's good adjustment continued .for two years in this 
home but she gradually reverted to her old behavior problems. 
She is unhappy and depressed and she stays away .from home at 
night. The foster mother tried hard to help her but Jean is 
unable to form a satisfying relationship with the foster 
mother. Jean is still 1n this home but her problema ba ve not 
modified. 
INTERPRET AT ION 
This is a ease of a girl with eight replacements who 
was a .failure 1n the adjustment process. This case presents 
an illustration of a ease where the mother continued contact 
with the child. 
The most significant factor in Jean's maladjustment was 1 
the emotional tie o.f her mother. Through guilt feelings and 
subnormal intelligence the mother by neoess ity tightened her 
grip on Jean and Jean in turn was tied to her mother through 
anxiety and conflict. The mother was mare retarding to Jean's 
successful adjustment 1n the foster homes than any other tao- II 
tor. The child was neither free to benefit by the foster home 
nor was she able to disentangle herself trom the bonds of her 
own mother. She thus wore out a series of .foster homes and 
the vicious circle o.f two counter-active mothers prevented her 
growth and integration. 
Jean's depression, irritability and moodiness were 
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manifestations of continuous anotional tension, far which she 
sought release by varirus physical symptoms. Her ailment-
adjustive symptoms have a long history of gradual development 
1n childhood and were utilized as adjustive devices. Jean's 
maladjustments existed for a number of years and were serious 
enough to indicate real emotional conflict. She showed ex-
treme resentment and inability to accept any form of correction 
because to her, it was rejection and it served only to increase 
her neurotic pattern. 
The final desertion of her mother was a traumatic event 
and the emotional conflict caused by it served only to esta-
blish more firmly Jean's neurotic pattern. She has become a 
marked introvert and her bottled up emotions may lead to a 
mental illness as she matures. She should receive psycho-
theraPf to dissolve same or her emotional conflicts and her 
confusion in regard to her parental situation. 
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CHAPTER VI 
CONCLUSIONS 
The purpose of this thesis was to study some cases of 
illegitimate children in an effort to evaluate the type of 
adjustment they have been able to make during a long period of 
observation in the foster home and to evaluate some of the 
factors in the environment which have contributed to ar hin-
dered the child's successful adjustment. In an attempt to 
throw light on some or these .tactors the study was organized 
around three major questions : 
What effect does the number of replacements 
experienced by the ahild have upon his 
successfUl adjustment? 
What effect, if any, does contact with the 
· mother have upon his su~cessful adjustment? 
Is the child able to make a satisfactory 
school and community adjustment? 
The child's unawareness of his out of wedlock status makes 
this a study of foster home placements generally, with the 
factor of illegitimacy only incidental. 
Although this number of cases is not sufficiently large 
to permit valid statistical conclusions, the writer feels that, 
through the classification of success and failure, a certain 
relationship has been suggested between the above mentioned 
factors and the child's adjustment in the foster home, the 
school, and the community. 
In analyzing the evidence of adjustment at the time ot 
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study it was found that twelve children were not eXhibiting 
any marked deviations in personality or behavior whereas, eight 
children's undesirable behavior continued. In the majorit_y of 
cases in both groups the children showed symptoms of maladjust- ~ 
ment in early placement. I 
Among the twelve cases considered success in adjustment, 
forty-two replacements occurred, while the eight cases 1n the 
failure group experienced fifty-two replacements, which is 
twice as many as occurred in the success group. Alth ough there 
is a difference 1n favor of the suoce s group this is not large 
enough to warrant definite conclusions as to the effect af the 
11 number of replacements on adjustment. 
1 In the success grru p the greatest number of replacements 
occurred under nine years of age 1n contrast to an older age 
II group of from nine to sixteen years of age in the failure grrup. 
The exact meaning of this cannot be determined but it suggests 
an area of further study. 
The number of replacements varied fran one replacement 
1n each of five cases to ten 1n each of three cases. The 
replacements also varied with the age of the child. One child 
was never replaced. 
Many children 1n the failure group developed personality! 
problems early in placement which cruld not be ban~led success-
tully with replacements as the only treatment plan. With each 
replacement it was apparent the child was less able to torm 
affectional relationships which are necessary to a healthy 
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emotional development. In many instances these children had 
replacements at critical stages of development so that they 
exhibited what is virtually a syndrome characterized as prob-
lematic behavior. Consequently, these children were not able 
to gain the security necessary for a satisfactory adjustment. 
One of the retarding circumstances in the child's inte-
gration was the continued contact of the child's CJNn mother. 
Three of the four cases where the mother continued contact 
failed utterly in the adjustive process by developing personal-
ity problems. One child in the failure group had superior 
intelligence but was unable to make use of it in adjusting 
because of her unsatisfactory relationship with her mather. 
One child was returned to his own home twice but failed to 
' adjust in his own home or foster homes. It was clearly ob-
served that the child's identification with his mother preven-
ted him from benefiting from foster parents nor •s he able to 
disentangle himself emotionally from his own mother. In one 
case the mother's contact with the child aided in his success-
ful adjustment by making the transition of foster homes easier. I 
However, the role of the child's own mother cannot be assessed, 
accept on an individual basis, becau::t e of the small number 
where the mother was active. 
A majority of children whether considered a success or 
failure in adjustment who experienced numerous replacements 
11 presented a series of aggressive and asocial. behavior involving 
social and psychological problems during sane period of 
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placement. While the number or replacements varied for each 
child, there were very definite symptoms observed after each 
replacement which would suggest that a certain relationship 
between the degree pf adjustment possible and the number of 
replacements existed. 
Further ev1d ence of the importance of a cans is tent fos-
ter home experience .was suggested by the fact that the ten 
children who were members of a church or school grcup and who 
earned money by part time jobs experienced tewer replacements 
than did those who did not participate in such activities. 
Where human beings are concerned, statistics and state-
ments of an exact nature at best merely approximate the truth. 
Success and failure in adjustment depend upon personality and 
subtle factors which are difficult to describe. The facts 
gained trom this study would suggest that the number of re-
placements revealed nothing significant but suggests other 
questions that might be studied; i.e., it the changes are pro-
gress! vely for the better, dcss the number o.fre placements be-
come less significant; does the preparation of the child for 
th~ change have s orne bearing on his adjustment • 
Since the number of replacements ~oes not seem to reveal 
significant findings in the study 1 the 11ini ted time in which 
adjustment was evaluated may have inn uenced the fird ings ; also 
the tact that foster parents were not evaluated may have like-
wise affected the findings • a;::Jj(t~ 
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~~~~======~==============~=============== =====~F=====~ 
Case Number 
Reason for placing 
Request at placement 
SCHEDULE 
Contact of mother with child after placement 
The Child 
Age at time of placement 
Changes in foster home due to: 
Ages at time of replacements: 
Reaction to each placement: 
Intelligence 
School Adjustment 
Present grade 
Repeated grades 
Trend in scholarship 
Attendance 
Participation 1n school activities 
Social Adjustment 
Well adjusted and generally happy 
Delinquencies 
Has he appeared in juvenile court 
No. of times Age 
Member of club or church group 
General characteristics 
Does he earn money after school 
Does he know of his illegitimacy 
sex 
Charge 
Reaction 
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